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Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL) is an independent,
non-governmental, non-profit and nonpartisan organisation with a
vision of Sri Lanka in which government, politics, business, civil society
and the everyday lives of citizens are free from corruption. As the
fully accredited national chapter in Sri Lanka of the Berlin-based
Transparency International (T1), TISL partners and works with Tl and its
chapters world-wide.
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Challenges faced by Women

in Politics

Mobility
Politics requires
movement, presence
and visibility. Yet female
candidates note, that
for them, mobility itself
can be inaccessible
independently

Divorce —————————————

Divorce itself can be
paradoxical as while it
is socially stigmatized
it can free women
from certain
constraints enabling
more public
participation.

sy ——————————

District specific
differences highlight
the uneven burdens
that women can face,
with women being
disadvantaged by the
languages they speak.
These barriers can
create disparities
between women but
also difficulty in
navigating political
institutions

Finance

Civen all the above,
campaign finance
emerges as a
compounding
challenge for women
as they often lack
funds to draw upon for
campaigning.

Marriage

Marriage itself was
complex, as between
being unmarried,
married and divorced,
the social perceptions
that impacted a woman
often reinforced the idea
that women needed
male guardianship to be
politically legitimate.

4 --------- Gender Roles

Women are recognized
only in relation to their
domestic role. Women's
participation if framed
not around their

substantive contributions

but as a symbolic
fulfillment of quotas

_________ Appearance

Female politicians are
often far more
scrutinized for their
appearance and
grooming than men,
adding an additional
financial cost.
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Sources_of .
Campalgn Finance

Personal
Resources

Women candidates tend to have
significantly limited or conditional
access to personal resources. As a
result, their campaign spending
often comes from small-scale
businesses, their own personal
savings or the financial support of
their husbands or other male
relatives.

Party
Support

Through party support we
see how the inequalities rise
both in the urban-rural
divide and in gender
disparities. Women are
often left dependent on
party support or if lacking
that, whatever limited
contributions of family
members or small-scale
personal savings. For male
candidates more often than
not, party support serves as
supplementary to their own
finances.

N
|E§i|§§HI
Patronage
Networks

Women, by contrast lack the
same networks as well as the
social position to embed
themselves in such a network.
As a result they tend to be
hesitant when approaching
businessmen or patrons for
funds, citing fears of
reputational damage or rumour.
This inequality comes both from
the amount of support women
receive when they are in such a
network as well as the
conditions within which they
enter candidacy.
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Compliance with
Campaign Finance
Regulations

Gendered Differences in Spending

While women candidates frequently operate within
spending caps, this is not by choice, but due to a lack
of financial resources. Similarly this highlights an
urban-rural divide as women from urban
backgrounds etc. have better access to resources or
networks.

Legal Literacy and Awareness

Knowledge of the laws around campaign finance
highlight another gendered disparity as male
candidates often knew what the regulations were
across districts, while female candidates are often
reliant on male patrons or party officials to handle
paperwork. Which in itself can be inaccessible due to
language or knowledge barriers

Hospitality versus Campaign Spending

Sri Lankan Political Campaigning is deeply entangled
with cultural practices of hospitality. This spillover
often blurs the line between the political and cultural.
This makes it difficult for candidates to define to what
extent it was simply hospitality. Something that is
further obfuscated by the fact that communities often
expect these gestures.

Reporting of Campaign Expenditures

With reporting on campaign finances, the question of
when to start counting expenses is a critical,
unresolved one. Between politicians using this
ambiguity to guarantee votes for themselves and the
genuine complexity that arises when looking at
campaign finance itself creates an environment where
this reporting is seen more symbolically than as a
mechanism of accountability.
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1. Prime Minister Dr. Harini Amarasuriya stated that “no country has yet fully achieved gender equality, and the road ahead demands sustained political
commitment” (Prime Minister’s Office, 2025). https://www.pmoffice.gov.lk/news. php?para=RU5vekFVR2dpQTd2VGRiIMkZUNE4wRUowaFNidmJPMHBKdmdqU29az
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