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Online hate speech stokes fear of religious violence in Sri Lanka
Quintus Colombage
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‘JOURNEY IN SEARCH OF THE HERITAGE OF THE BURIED
GENERATION’

This article which reveals the victimizations and the difficulties that
were poured onto a communal group who has an indigenous origin
goes beyond that present story which surfaces and endeavours
to scrutinize the catastrophic situation that these people had to
encounter due to the injurious influence that the government has
evolved in trying to manipulate and conceal their real communal
identity.

The article is comprised of the details about the communal history
and cultural realities of that social group and the statistical data
which were obtained for the present moment about them.

Furthermore the particular victimized group, the other social parties
that look into the matter with a sensitive approach and the solution
that was suggested are given a thorough concentration through the
article.
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CIVILIANS IN SAMPUR WHO ARE ENTRAPPED BY THE LAND BURGLARY
OF THE GOVERNMENT

Once they had to leave their home lands and live in the refugee camps
due to the depression created by war. They are made to live as refugees
in their home lands even after they returned after the war due to the
pressure evolved through process called ‘Development’ and ‘Militarization’
which was created by the Post war scenario.

This article which brings to the surface the story of victimized Tamil
people whose inherited property were seized forcefully and who are
made to live a miserable life in three refugee camps which are under the
dominance of the military forces reveals the perceptions and ideas of all
the related parties to the reader.
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‘THE FREEDOM WHICH WAS NULLIFIED ALONG THE PASSAGE OF
INDEPENDENCE’

How will it be possible to define and identify the freedom that the ordinary
people experience since the ending of the war within the Colombo urban
sphere which is beautified and modified in a higher alacrity? Specifically
could the Tamil civilians who were constantly traumatized under trivial
suspicions release themselves from that depression?

The journalist who developed her story based on a well-known and crucial
headline which was in the daily news papers revealed and brought out the
obscured story thus unveiling the truth by addressing and approaching
the major figures who involve with the particular incident. In perceiving
beyond the existing texture of the story the writer could make the readers
observe and identify with a sensitive sense the sorrowful and darkened
lives of the Tamil youth of Hill country who get effort to survive placing
themselves under the minor employments within this capital city.
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WILL THE CHANGING OF THE NAME ‘ELEPHANT’ PUT A FULL STOP TO
THE CONFLICT BETWEEN HUMANS AND ELEPHANT?

This article which was developed based on the crucial issue of ‘Conflict
between Humans and Elephant’ concentrates on revealing and identifying
the real situation of the issue and the influential factors that lie beneath
that.

The fundamental perspective which is emphasized in this article is the
necessity of investigating the issue and the related factors through a
scientific approach.
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‘MORAWEWA- FINALLY LIBERATED FROM THE FLAMES OF WAR....YET
HAS TO SUFFER FROM THE PAIN OF HUNGER’

The civilians of Morawewa who had been living being displaced due to
the detrimental effects of war for twenty years have been residing in their
lands for six years since the ending of the war. Yet in spite of the relief
they felt during the post war period, still their lives are traumatized and
they have to live being displaced due to the lack of the essential facilities
that are required for the survival of their lives.

After the war, though the government who rejected and negated the
assistance that were offered by the nongovernmental organizations took
the whole responsibility to their hands it can be questioned that why do
they still remain as silent and passive characters during these six years
being incapable of creating a secured and reliable environment for these
victimized civilians.
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“IF THE WAR WAS THERE, THIS WOULD NOT HAPPEN”
The painful echo of the Panama tragedy

People who had to spend a pathetic life continuously battered by the
diverse influences of the war for a long time become traumatized by
a more tragic issue instead of becoming independent and secured
even though the war has come to an end. This is the due to the
issue created by the Navy Special Force in forcing the people to
leave their lands.

This article reveals and addresses this issue where the victimized
civilians continue to struggle for obtaining the justice because they
are put under a threatening and insecured environment by the Navy
in obtaining their lands by force for the purpose of launching a
mega tourism project after the war.
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THE PLANTATION SCHOOLS WHICH SHED TEARS FOR THE WANT OF
EDUCATION

Through observing the contemporary pedagogical system of Sri Lanka
it can be brought out the fact that the society does not pay a significant
consideration on the isolated educational sector called ‘plantation schools’.
Its only through comparing the social attention and the privileged situation
that the popular schools have, with the social situation that the plantation
schools experience the tragic reality that victimized these schools can be
identified.

This article which has discussed about this issue concentrating on the
plantation schools in Kalutara district of Western province creates a more
critical image of this scenario. The expectations of the students and the
parents of these schools and the way the responsible authorities look and
address this issue are revealed through the article.
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THE SINHALA HAPLESS CIVILIANS WHO ARE DEPRIVED OF THE RIGHT
TO THEIR MOTHERLAND

A group of civilians in a Sinhala village area close to Trincomallee city has
to live as the refugees again in their own home lands after returning from
the places where they had been living as refugees. Thus they have been
living in this manner for five years in their home lands.

Consequently the requests that they have been doing for whole this
period asking from the responsible authorities to take measures in order
to develop their village were neglected. Except the basic facilities that
were provided by the nongovernmental organizations during the first few
months since they returned from those refugee areas they are not given
any facility or service by the Government.

This article reflects the tragic destiny of these people.
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ISRAEL EMPLOYMENT DECEPTION BY THE RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES

The corruptions and other disruptive consequences which happen
pertaining to the foreign employment sector have become a daily
occurrence and news story for the media. It is with the objective of
guiding the public who want to engage with the foreign employments to
obtain their expected services without experiencing difficulties and any
other form of corruptions that the institution ‘The Foreign Employment
Agency’ attached to the government is established.

Yet a problematic situation has occurred pertaining to a group of 400
civilians that this institution has selected for the employments in Israel
, who were victimized for two years though they have completed the
necessary qualifications and the major requirements.

This article critically reveals how the lives of these victimized helpless
civilians become depressed and pathetic due to this problematic situation.
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‘SALAMBYKULAMA’ WHICH REMAINS INCABABLE OF OBSERVING AND
ENCOUNTERING THE DAWNED RAYS OF PEACE’

Salambykulama is a rural and isolated village territory which belongs to
the Divisional secretariat of Vauniya in Vauniya district. Though they were
incessantly traumatized by war, with strong determination they stayed in
their own lands enduring the severe circumstances without escaping the
difficulties.

Yet, due to the post war resettlement programmes which are conducted
through an improper framework and flawed mechanisms by demolishing
the forests the lives of innocent civilians are threateningly depressed.

Further, this article put a thorough concentration on the environmental
catastrophe which is created by the deforestation that continues to happen
due to this programme neglecting the environmental ethics and rules.
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Administrative challenges are common concurrence in rural areas.
However, Ampara district is way above when compared with other
districts where administrative problems a galore. This article tries to be a
voice for those concern citizens.
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After the war hundreds of stories were written. But the public are still
ravaged as refugees. First the war displaced them. Now the development
threatens to unsettle them further.

This story exposes how the development betrays them more than the
war.
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Online hate speech
stokes fear of religious
violence in Sri Lanka

Attacks by radical Buddhists increase as social
media gains traction

Quintus Colombage
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Hate speech is growing more effective and pervasive among media
platforms in Sri Lanka, prompting concern from Muslim and Christian
minorities amid mounting attacks.

The Colombo-based Centre for Policy Alternatives (CPA) released a report
this week on the challenges surrounding the significant uptick in online-
based hate speech in post-war Sri Lanka.

“The growth of content creation and consumption online, wider and deeper
than any other media in the country and at an accelerated pace, has also
resulted in low risk, low cost and high impact online spaces to spread
hate, harm and hurt against specific communities, individuals or ideas,”
notes the report.

S.Y. Muhammad Saleem, a member of the administration committee of
the Hairiya Jummaha mosque in Dambulla, said that anti-Muslim screeds
on Facebook have led to multiple attacks on his mosque.

The latest attack was just last week when two petrol bombs were thrown
into the mosque.

“Buddhist extremist groups campaign every day by saying Islamic
extremists must be exterminated, and, if not, worse conflict could occur
in the future,” he said. “[They say] ‘Muslims are dreaming of the day Sri
Lanka turns into Arabia. We won’t give our country over to Muslims.”

Saleem said he and other Muslims have received threats through Facebook,
prompting him to file a police complaint.
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“We respond on Facebook against their narrow views then we see 40-50
well organized reaction comments, slinging mud at us, from extremist
Buddhists,” he said.

With a population of 21 million, there are more than 2.3 million users of
social media, the majority of them male, according to the CPA report.

The Venerable Magalle Sudantha Thero, the head of Sinhala Rawaya, a
radical Sinhalese Buddhist nationalist organization, said the organization
has formed a special youth group to work on social media.

“We educate our Buddhists on ISIS and the global militant jihad over
Facebook, there’s nothing wrong [with that],” the monk said.

“There are no Buddhist terrorists but [there are] Islamic terrorists in the
world. We revealed the truth a few months before but officials were not
very serious about the issue, now Interpol has issued a security warning
that the Taliban operates in Sri Lanka,” he said.

Ven Sudantha defended the postings, saying the group never made “false
accusations”.

“We use Facebook to enlighten our people and it's our prime duty to serve
the nation and protect the country.”

Offensive photos and extreme commentary posted by the Buddhist group
have sparked major tensions.

In June, Buddhist groups circulated a story online saying that a monk was
attacked by Muslims, sparking a riot in Aluthgama that saw clashes on the
street. Four people were killed, more than 200 homes and shops destroyed,
and 17 mosques attacked. More than 2,200 people were displaced by the
violence.

Saleem said that "freedom should have limitations" if the freedoms allotted
to Buddhist extremists end up harming others".

Yamini Ravindran, a legal and advocacy coordinator at the National Christian
Evangelical Alliance of Sri Lanka (NCEASL), said Buddhist nationalist groups
operate many Facebook pages and often attack evangelical churches by
claiming they unethically convert Buddhists.
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“Various false allegations have been brought on our churches and one of
[the groups] has even reported us to Facebook administration,” Ravindran
said. “Our churches face many mob attacks.”

About 60 Christian churches and evangelical prayer centers have been
targeted so far this year, while 105 were attacked in 2013, according to
NCEASL.

Ruki Fernando, one of country's leading human rights activists, said that
Facebook has also been used to promote violence against journalists and
activists who have been critical of how Buddhism is being employed.

Saleem, for his part, feels it's only a matter of time before such speech
ignites renewed clashes.

“There is petrol being spilled across the country, so if there is a spark
anywhere it could explode.”
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